SUMMARY OF THE
REGULATORY COORDINATION COMMITTEE M EETING
JUNE 27, 2000

The Regulatory Coordination Committee of the National Environmenta Laboratory Accreditation
Conference (NELAC) met on Tuesday, June 27, 2000, a 3 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) as part
of the Sxth NELAC Annud Mesting in Williamsburg, VA. The meeting was led by its chair, Dr.
Michad Miller of the New Jersey Department of Environmenta Protection. A ligt of action itemsis
givenin Attachment A. A lig of participantsis given in Attachment B. The purpose of the meeting
was to address proposed agenda items and identify new action items.

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Miller began with the introduction of new members and afarewdl| to those departing. Dr. Miller
and Mr. Rondd Peters are leaving the committee and joining the committee are Mr. Kevin Coats of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Mr. Bennett Osborn of the Oregon Environmenta L aboratory
Asociation. The departure of Dr. Miller will leave the chair position vacant and Dr. Carl Kircher has
been proposed as the new chair person and approved unanimoudy by the voting members.
APPROVAL OF M INUTES

The next item on the agenda was the approva of teleconference minutes from December 16, 1999,
February 23, 2000, and April 12, 2000. The December 16, 1999 minutes and the April 12, 2000
minutes were approved as written. The February 23, 2000 minutes were gpproved with changes made
by Ms. llona Taunton.

UNRESOLVED | SSUES

Infrastructure Problem

The infragtructure problemsin state implementation of NELAC conggts of two parts, the first one being
auditor training. This item was forwarded to the On-site Assessment Committee and has been
removed from the Regulatory Coordination Committee' s agenda

National Database

The second item was the nationd database. Thiswill remain on the agenda as an unresolved issue and
the committee will continue to track its progress.

State Regulation

Additiona unresolved issues were related to collection of state regulations and legidation for NELAC
implementation. Letters were sent to each of the eleven primary accrediting authorities requesting a
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copy of ther regulations and of the deven, four have replied. The names of the these four states will be
posted as models for other states.

NEW BUSINESS

Drinking Water M ethods

A committee member reported that there are severd new drinking water methods of which the
Accrediting Authority Committee should be made aware of but no details were given with regard to the
new methods.

Sample Transportation Issues

Stricter rules on trangporting infectious microbiological materid have been implemented. The
Environmenta Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB) will address the progress made on sample
trangportation issues by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of
Transportation.

Clean Air Act

A committee member reported that modifications to the Clean Air Act for hazardous air pollutants are
due by November, 2000 and NELAC will need to be aware of any new methods that are introduced.

SO 17025

Changes to 1SO Standard 17025 were sent to Field Activities to determine how they would affect
NELAC.

Quality Systems Requirements

The EPA mandatory agency-wide Quality Systems requirements were forwarded by the Regulatory
Coordination Committee to the Qudity Systems Commiittee for their review and a response has not yet
been received. The web address to view EPA’s Qudity Systems manud is
http:/Amww.epa.gov/quaity/ga_dous.html.

Restructuring of the Scope of Accreditation

The last item on the agenda was the restructuring of the Scope of Accreditation. The joint sessons
meseting was summarized and the suggestions are listed in the minutes from the Scope of Accreditation.

COMMENTS

The committee then opened the meeting to comments from the floor.
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International Accreditation
A participant questioned whether NELAC would offer internationa accreditation. The committee
responded that thisis outside the scope of the Regulatory Coordination Committee. There are

numerous problems associated with international accreditation because NELAC is afederd-dtate
organizetion.

Indian Nations Laboratories

Additiona questions were raised on accreditation of Indian Nations' laboratories. Thisisaso outsde
the scope of the Regulatory Coordination Committee and is being addressed by the Program Policy
and Structure Committee.

ADJOURNMENT

The motion to adjourn was made and seconded.

Regulatory Coordination Committee Page 3 of 5 June 27, 2000



Attachment A

ACTION | TEMS
REGULATORY COORDINATION COMMITTEE M EETING
JUNE 27, 2000

[tem No. Action Dateto be
Completed

1. Committee will work with NELAC Standing Committeesto
develop the Scope of Accreditation Proposal

a Proposd for Interim meeting

b. Vote NELAC VII

2. Assess and report on EPA regulatory agenda April and October
2000.

3. Post examples of State regulations adopting NELAC by Interim
mesting.
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Attachment B

PARTICIPANTS
REGULATORY COORDINATION COMMITTEE M EETING
JUNE 27, 2000

Name Affiliation Address
Miller, Michedl Chair | NJDEP - Lab Certification, | T: (609)292-3950
Office of QA F. (609)777-1774

E: Mmillerl@dep.state.nj.us
Avery, George Arkansas Dept. of Health T: (501)671-1429

F: (501)661-2468

E: ghavery@mail.doh.state.ar.us
Clemons, Eddie Xenco Laboratories T: (281)589-0692
(absent) F: (281)589-0695

E: eddiec@xenco.com
Kassim, Prince DHMH - Divison of T: (410)767-5838
(absent) Environmental Chemistry F. (410)333-5237

E
Kircher, Carl FL Dept. of Hedlth T: (904)791-1574

F: (904)791-1591

E: carl_c_kircher@doh.state.fl.us
Peters, Ronald Peters & Associates/AIHA | T: (925)283-1621

F: (925)285-4315

E: rpeters@silcon.com
Querry, Randall AZ2LA T: (301)644-3208

F: (301)622-2974

E: rrobinson@a2la.org
Smith, Susan CHPPM-Eur Dept. of T

Laboratory Medicine F

E
Taunton, [lona Test Americalncorporated | T: (828)258-3746

F: (828)258-3973

E: taunton@aol.com
Leinbach, Adrianne Research Triangle Institute | T: (919)541-6366
(Contractor Support) F: (919)541-7386

E: ad@rti.org
Lloyd, Jenny Research Triangle Ingtitute | T: (919)541-5942
(Contractor Support) F: (919)541-5929

E: jml@rti.org
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